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e Department of Advanced Computer Science and 
Engineering at Vignan’s Foundation for Science, Technology and 
Research (VFSTR) organised a webinar on “Building Intelligent 
Applications with Large Language Models (LLMs)” on October 
11, 2025, as part of its Content Training Initiative.

e resource person of the event was Dr. Ajay Shenoy, Ph.D. 
(IISc Bangalore), a data scientist and independent consultant. In 
his address, he provided valuable insights into the development 
of intelligent, data-driven applications using advanced LLM 
frameworks such as LangChain, Hugging Face, and Retrieval-
Augmented Generation (RAG). He highlighted practical 
approaches to designing solutions that combine computational 
efficiency with real-world applicability, underscoring the growing 
relevance of language models in diverse domains.

e session concluded with an interactive discussion, where 
participants explored the potential of LLM-based tools in 
enhancing application design and innovation.

Experts urge students to embrace positive thinking and mindful technology use as ĕve-day 
‘Healing Minds’ celebrations come to a close

October 12, 2025:  “True change does not always manifest 
externally, it begins when our way of thinking changes,” said 
Prof. G. Venkatesh Kumar, former Dean, Faculty of Science 
and Technology, University of Mysore, and retired professor of 
psychology, while addressing the valedictory session of World 
Mental Health Week 2025 at VFSTR.

e ĕve-day mental health awareness series, organised by the 
Psychology Team of the Department of Social Sciences and 
Humanities in collaboration with the Dean, Student Affairs 
Office, was held from October 8 to 12 under the theme “Healing 
Minds.” e initiative aimed to enhance mental health literacy, 
encourage positive practices, and promote emotional well-being 
across the campus.

e keynote address was delivered by  Prof. Kumar emphasised the 
importance of recognising “invisible change” - the transformation 
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that begins with a shi in mindset. “Every individual must grant 
themselves permission to succeed. is self-approval unlocks 
one’s potential,” he said. He also highlighted the value of gratitude 
in daily life, recommending the practice of writing a ‘gratitude 
letter’ to cultivate positivity and inner peace. Explaining that the 
human mind functions at three levels - conscious, subconscious, 
and unconscious, he noted that understanding these layers 
empowers individuals to regulate emotions more effectively.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Lavu Rattaiah, Chairman of Vignan 
Group of Institutions, expressed concern over the excessive use 
of mobile phones among students, noting that “90% of them 
are trapped in their screens, wasting precious time, health, and 
thought.” He urged students to reĘect: “What do we truly gain 
by spending hours on our phones?” and stressed the importance 
of mindful and limited use of technology. “Mobile phones have 
replaced televisions, cameras, and cinemas and become an 
essential part of life, but their overuse can harm physical health, 
strain the eyes and brain,” he cautioned. He encouraged students 
to make intelligent use of technology, devote more time to 
reading, and cultivate a habit of knowledge acquisition.

e event concluded with the felicitation of distinguished guests 
and the distribution of prizes to winners of various competitions 
held as part of the week-long celebrations. Deans, heads of 
departments, faculty members, and students attended the 
programme.

“Feel the fear, and do it anyway. at’s the mentality. Even if you’re scared. Just do it”.
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